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• Explain our process

• Describe our findings

• Ask our experts

• Discuss options
– Members of the public will get three minutes to speak
– If time allows, additional time may be allotted to public comment once all questions are 

answered

AGENDA

for July 24, 2017
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2014-2015: Investigate the issues

Independent Construction Services & Kluber Architects 

Investigative study to determine extent of damage to façade

Our Process
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2016-2017: Investigate the issues

Studio GC Visioning & Needs Assessment 

– Meetings with staff, board, and community forum on 7/7/16

– Community Survey in summer 2016

– Report to the board October 2016

Our Process
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Structural Damage

What is wrong with our building structurally? 

Our Findings: Structural Damage
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Water is entering the building due to 

errors in construction & installation of 

original building features.



• There was no secondary counterflashing 
at the curtainwall window heads or sill 
installations to divert water to the 
exterior.

• Both window installations do not 
incorporate thermal breaks which are 
found in modern day aluminum window 
systems in this area of the country. This 
causes the window system to conduct cold 
temperatures into the interior face of the 
window system and condense into water 
droplets, affecting the interior surfaces it 
comes in contact with.
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Joint failures and lack of insulation 

have caused water infiltration, rust, 

and deterioration, along primarily 

the east wall. 
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During an investigative study, Kluber Architects & 
Engineers reported that:

• A lack of proper insulation thickness in the wall assembly at 
column and beam locations was evident.

• There was no wall stud cavity (plane of wall) insulation 
installed at any column or beam locations creating a high 
opportunity for the dew point to fall inside the wall and 
condense into water droplets.
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Columns have 

condensation issues due to 

improper insulation and 

installation. Significant 

rust has already formed 

on columns on the east 

and west walls. 
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More evidence of water damage.
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– Project cost: $1.5 - $2.5 million (based on 2015 cost estimates)

– Project timeline ranging from 7-10 months

– The only option for repair is a rebuild & proper insulation process. 

There are no stop-gap measures that will suffice.
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Our Findings: Structural Damage



Maintenance Report

What needs to get fixed and replaced in the next 20 years?

Our Findings
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Visioning & Needs Assessment

How is the library serving the current residents? What can we do to better serve our library 

visitors? What is different about our world in 2017 that was not present in 1989? 

How do we need to adapt? 

Our Findings
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Library Programs & Events
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Children’s Programs & Events
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Circulation of Library Materials

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Annual Report Statistics for Circulation

21



Circulation by Type of Material

133,291

31,745

13,428

2,953
12,192

Print books DVDs Audio CDs Periodicals Digital
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Decline of Computer Use 
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Children’s Services

We have outgrown our space!

• Need for better social spaces

• More room for interactive 

play and learning

• More space for 

study/tutoring 

• “Dead space” in community 

room 

• No office for staff
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Updated Children’s Services

• Caregiver/Parent area & Play 
Date space

• More than doubling the 
interactive play space for little 
ones

• Re-thinking the activity room 
to include a flexible craft 
space, or quiet study space

• Former community room 
opens up space for more 
books!

• New office for staff
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Main Floor

• Need for study & work spaces

• Maintain quiet study space, 

increase sound absorption

• Increase teen space to 

accommodate growth

• More new & popular materials 

shelved in easy to browse units

• Find a spot for a community 

room



27

Updated Main Floor

• Plenty of study & work spaces 
are added

• We maintain the quiet study 
space of the reading room and  
increase sound absorption 
through furniture placement

• The teen space has been 
increased with room for group 
work & screen sharing equip.

• New & popular materials are 
included throughout

• The book shop area becomes 
open concept to allow for a 
community room when needed
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Second Floor

• Poor sight lines

• Location of reference desk is 

not ideal

• Music room needs updating

• No.1 request – study rooms!

• Adult books all on one floor to 

allow for better RA
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Updated Second Floor

• Improved sight lines

• Reference desk relocated 

• Music room reconfigured with 

technology capabilities and 

makery equipment

• Study rooms added! 

• All adult books all on the 

second floor



Service Remodel Options

– Minor construction and plenty of updates to lighting, flooring, 

furniture, etc.

– Estimated total cost for all three floors is approximately $1 million - $1.5 

million.

– Can be done in phases or all at once
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Our Findings



2017 & Beyond: Roadmap to Our Future

– Community meetings

– Financial experts – borrowing power and financing options 

– Timeline for implementation
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Our Future



32

Ask Our Experts

• Rick McCarthy, Studio GC

• Dan Eallonardo, Independent Construction Services
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Additional 

Questions & 

Comments
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Contact us:

• Kate Buckson, Executive Director

La Grange Park Public Library

kateb@lplibrary.org

708-352-0100 x 170

mailto:kateb@lplibrary.org

